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     NEW MSP SSPC AND EXISTING PROFESSIONAL THERAPY PLANS  (3-17-26)

There are many considerations to keep in mind when completing RSP documentation and determining where to house records regarding therapy services provided to students.  At the local level, it is important to understand, remain current and differentiate between the various requirements imposed by Ohio’s professional regulatory boards, IDEA (DEW), and MSP (ODM).  

The OT Plan of Intervention and the PT Plan of Care is required by the respective regulatory board laws and rules, regardless of practice setting.  This paper addresses the MSP School Services Plan of Care (SSPC) and OT Plan of Intervention and the PT Plan of Care.  
 
Services under Ohio’s Medicaid School Program (MSP) expanded, effective Jan. 1, 2026, and now allows for students without IEPs, under certain conditions, to receive MSP services. To learn more about the new MSP expansion go to: https://medicaid.ohio.gov/families-and-individuals/citizen-programs-and-initiatives/msp

Prior to service delivery, the student receiving medically necessary MSP services must have a School Services Plan of Care.  Within the SSPC, there is a section for districts to report other pre-existing, alternative plans of care (page 3 of the SSPC).  Therefore, if a student has another "care/intervention plan" in place, the district documents and includes this alternative plan as part of the SSPC.   The district does not need to complete the rest of the SSPC form.

Any alternative plan of care/document that is attached to the School Services Plan of Care, such as the OT Plan of Intervention or PT Plan of Care must:
· Be based on an assessment of need conducted by an authorized school district representative or provider.
· Include specific services to be used, and the amount, duration, and frequency of each service.
· Include specific goals to be achieved as a result of the service provided, including the level or degree of improvement expected.
· Specify timelines for re-assessment, which should be no more than twelve-months from the date of the initial evaluation or most recent re-assessment, of the eligible child and updates to the plan of care.

Key points to remember:
1. For students without an IEP, but who otherwise require medically necessary services, a School Services Plan of Care must be in place prior to service delivery.

2. If the OT Plan of Intervention or PT Plan of Care is documented on the School Service Plan of Care form as the alternate plan of care, the OT and/or PT professional plans becomes a part of the SSPC and must be attached to/filed with the School Service Plan of Care.

3. The SSPC needs to be on file within the district and accessible when needed, for example an audit.  ODM does not give specific guidance on how/where these documents need to be filed.  OAC 5160-35-04 includes some language regarding maintaining records but may not be all inclusive.  
OAC 5160-35-04 (L) states: Records are to be maintained and disclosed by providers in accordance with rule 5160-1-27 of the Administrative Code. Records necessary to fully disclose the extent of services provided and costs associated with these services will be maintained for a period of six years from the end of the cost reporting period based upon those records or until any initiated audit, review, investigation, or other activities are completed and appropriately resolved, whichever is longer. Records will be made available upon request to ODM, ODE or the U.S. department of health and human services. Failure to supply requested records, documentation or information could result in no payment for outstanding services, recoupment of any reimbursements provided for services that cannot be validated, termination from the Medicaid program and/or any sanctions available pursuant to section 5162.10 of the Revised Code.

4. In the case of the student with an IEP, the OT Plan of Intervention or the PT Plan of Care is simply maintained in the OT's or PT's professional files.  These “Professional Plans” are still required, but not a part of the IEP or MSP documentation.  Further, “Professional Plans” are not attached to the IEP and remain the sole responsibility of the OT or PT to develop, revise, and maintain. The OT and PT will need to follow district policies and processes for records retention in alignment with state and federal requirements. 

 
For more questions about the new MSP SSPC, email:  MedicaidSchoolPrograms@medicaid.ohio.gov
 
Brenda M. George, MS, Consultant
Ohio Related Service Personnel Network (ORSPN)
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