ORSPN Frequently Asked Questions (revised 1/2/26)
Q1: We have a therapist that is trying to find the document that states that OT can “stand alone” on an IEP in Ohio.  I know that I have seen that documentation somewhere, but I cannot find it in the ODEW’s Operating Standards or on the OTPTAT website. Do you happen to know where we can find it?

R1: The information you are researching is within the OAC, Rule 3301-51-01, see the definition for Special Education. This definition has been in this rule since 2008, however there remains confusion about how a related service can become Specially Designed Instruction (SDI).
The term “stand alone” is not recognized language in any federal or state document and promotes the wrong concept of what SDI really is. Instead, it is correct to use the term Specially Designed Instruction. This would also apply to the term “speech only.”  
The determination that any related service provider would become the student’s SDI is made by the IEP team, only after:
1.  A comprehensive, multidisciplinary evaluation and report is completed,
2. The ETR team would find that the student meets the eligibility criteria of one of the definitions for educational disability found in OAC 3301-51-01
3. There is sufficient evidence that the educational disability adversely affects the student’s educational performance.
All 3 conditions must be met. This applies to all related service personnel and is a determination concluded by the IEP team.
If all conditions are not met, the team can reconsider what has been provided to the student in tier 2 or 3 and provide a more robust intervention within general education or see if the student would meet the criteria under 504 to receive accommodations and/or services. 

Thank you for reaching out to seek clarification. Please share this information with your staff and others to foster a better understanding about supporting student progress.
