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FAQ: FBA and BIP as an MSP allowable service
Below is a Q&A submitted during the 2025 ORSPN Regional Meetings.   The response is a summary of research and dialogue.
QUESTION
Can school psychologists submit MSP claims for FBA and BIP activities? This could include
observations of a student, data review, and writing of documents.  Please comment on each of
these activities.  Would non-billable activities include consultation with teachers or making
materials? Also, are there specific codes for the FBA and the BIP?

RESPONSE
If the school psychologist’s activity is a specific test, assessment, (including for example a formal Structured Observation, or Antecedent Behavior Consequence chart), or direct intervention that is conducted with the student, then these activities are billable.  A review of data, progress reports, questionnaires completed by others, writing of documents/reports/forms, consultation with teachers, and making materials are non-billable because these activities are assumed part of the assessment. 

The Functional Behavioral Assessment/FBA, as an evaluation process, can often include other team members who directly assess the student.  Each discipline conducting a direct assessment may submit documentation for claiming.  The FBA findings are used by the team to identify behavioral needs, potential strategies, and interventions, and thus informs the need for/ content of a behavioral plan.   

The Behavior Intervention Plan/BIP is the formal written plan used by a school district to "teach" and reward positive behaviors.   It is often a part of an IEP for those students with significant behavioral needs.   The development and completion of the BIP itself is not a billable activity.  Similarly, other “Plans” such as the OT Plan of Intervention, PT Plan of Care, etc. are not allowable activities for the purpose of MSP claiming and reimbursement.  The service time for this type of indirect activity would be captured in the school district’s cost report.  See MSP rule regarding allowable and not allowable services:  https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-5160-35-05

Current Procedural Terminology/CPT codes:  For FBA claiming use CPT 96156.  This is an event-based code vs. a timed code.  This FBA CPT code includes all the related activities for this assessment process as mentioned above.  For MSP, regardless of the time it takes to complete the FBA, the claim would reflect one event.  However, for IDEA/IEP documentation, procedural forms and provider contact notes about all related activities (direct and indirect) would to be reported and included in the student’s file for legal/compliance purposes.  

Summary: For the purposes of MSP claiming, providing a direct service to a student which includes assessment and intervention, is a claimable service.  Indirect services such as consultation, report writing, data gathering /analysis and making materials are not claimable. Therefore, the FBA would be allowable but the BIP would not be a claimable service.  

For additional information or clarification, contact: MedicaidSchoolPrograms@medicaid.ohio.gov
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